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derator Denny: 


Good evening, neighbors. Noth- 
has so shocked the moral in- 
gnation of the American people 
nee the sneak attack on Pearl 
tbor as the televised revela- 
pons of the Kefauver Committee 
st month. I underscore “tele- 
sed,” for it is doubtful that these 
welations would have made such 
| emotional impact if the people 
cd not been able to see for 
emselves, through the eyes of the 
devision cameras, the facial ex- 
sessions and actions of the in- 
widual witnesses as they revealed 
eit sordid stories of the moral 
mess which has attacked a great 
tion. 
‘Many states and cities have ap- 
ainted crime commissions—little 
fauver committees—and all of 
ate asking ourselves the ques- 
on, “What should we do about 
ganized crime?” At the close 
tonight’s program, we're going 
ask you, our listeners, two 
estions about this investigation 
zich we hope you will answer 
r us. 
in the meantime, we’ll hear the 
inions of Senator Lester Hunt, a 
somber of the Kefauver Com- 
ttee, Governor Val Peterson of 
-braska, and Mr. Howard Whit- 
in, author of Terror in the 
eets. Senator Hunt, our first 
saker, is a native of Illinois and 
ended high school for one year 
‘e in Peoria before he headed 
st for Wyoming. He had just 
sun the practice of dentistry 
re when he joined the army 
World War I, in which he 
ved as a first lieutenant. In 
32, he was elected to the 
yoming House of Represen- 
ves. In 1934, he became Secre- 
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tary of State of Wyoming. Eight 
years later, he was elected Gover- 
nor, the only Democrat to displace 
a Republican governor’ in the 
country that year. In 1948, he was 
elected to the United States 
Senate, where he is now serving 
with his colleague Senator Joe 
O’ Mahoney. 

We are happy to welcome to 
America’s Town Meeting of the 
Air Senator Lester Hunt of 
Wyoming. 


Senator Hunt: 


The resolution creating the Sen- 
ate Crime Investigating Committee 
directed us to investigate crime in 
interstate commerce and to report 
to the Senate the results of our 
study with recommendations as to 
necessary legislation that we deem 
advisable. Forty executive and 61 
public hearings were held in 14 
of the larger cities throughout the 
United States from coast to coast, 
and we questioned and interviewed 
764 witnesses of the underworld. 


No congressional committee has 
received such nationwide codpera- 
tion from the American people 
as has this committee. I think it 
proves conclusively that the great 
majority of our citizens want 
honest government. They are op- 
posed to the widespread ramifica- 
tions of the underworld. Tele- 
vision and radio audiences of 30 
millions intensely listened to and 
watched the procedures of our 
committee. In the last ten days 
of the committee hearings, over 
15,000 telegrams were received 
and 50,000 letters, congratulating 
the committee and urging and, in 
some cases, demanding that the 
committee continue its work. Many 
letters contained checks and fold- 


ing money to help defray the com- 
mittee’s expenses. 

This awakened interest argues 
well for the future of this coun- 
try. We established the pattern of 
illegal interstate operations and 
of unholy alliances between the 
underworld and public people. We 
have agreed upon legislation to be 
tecommended to. the Congress 
which, if approved, will carry on 
this necessary and this valuable 
investigation that has put the 
spotlight on the criminal. 

Our work was ‘not a pleasant 
duty. Crime exists because of our 
failures—failure to prevent and 
then correct delinquency; failure 
to prevent and then detect crime; 
failure to take the profit out of 
crime; and failure on the part of 
all of us to recognize and to ac- 
cept our civic responsibility on the 
local level. 

Do you know that in the last 
ten years the population of our 
United States has increased 14.3%, 
while serious crimes in that same 
length of time have increased 
18%? Last year, nearly 2,000,000 
serious crimes were committed, 
one every 18 seconds. Each aver- 
age day last year, 301 persons were 
criminally assaulted or killed; four 
thousand thefts were committed, 
including 464 stolen cars... The 
American people, day after day, 
pay to the criminal a bitter toll 
in death, in personal sorrow, and 
in financial loss. This “take” 
of the gamblers, or the loss of the 
people, totals fifteen billion dol- 
lars a year, which is approxi- 
mately the same amount of the 
total cost of maintaining the 
military establishments of the 
United States for either the year 
1948 or 1949. But definitely, our 
investigation has proven that in 
those states like Val Peterson’s 
Nebraska, where he aroused and 


awakened public opinion, crime 3 
at a minimum. It has not be 
come entrenched; it does not enjo 
unholy alliances with those i 
public offices; does not have pre 
tection from the very forces tha 
have sworn to exterminate it. 

We found always that a lack a 
public interest allows a_ smal 
minority of police officers, allie 
and abetted by corrupt politician 
and crooked prosecutors an 
underworld fixers, to bring crim 
and to bring shame to any city 
How should we deal with of 
ganized crime? On the loc 
level! 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Senator Hunt. Ou 
next speaker has had an amazingl 
varied career. Born in Oaklanc 
Nebraska, and educated at Wayn 
State Teachers College and th 
University of Nebraska, he serve 
as a grade school teacher, athleti 
coach, high school and_ colleg 
teacher, editor and publisher be 
fore he entered politics. He sper 
44 months with our Air Force 
in the last war, mostly in th 
China-Burma-India theater, whe: 
he held the rank of’ lieutenar 
colonel. He has been Governor ¢ 
Nebraska since his first term i 
1946, and his particular qual 
fications to speak on _ tonight 
program, as Senator Hunt has it 
dicated, are his brilliant recor 
for cleaning up organized gamblin 
in his own state. Governor Pete: 
son, will you tell how you thin 
we should deal with organize 
crime in this country? Governc 
Peterson. 


Governor Peterson: 


Lester—maybe I had better sz 
Senator Hunt, as not all of tt 
listeners will know we _ wet 
neighboring governors — you an 


e other members of the Kefau- 
tr Committee have done a grand 
b. While I doubt that you 
we tevealed anything not gen- 
ly known to students of crime 
ad government, you have done a 
gnificent job in spotlighting the 
ttionwide activities of the hood- 
‘ms and mobsters who prey on 
gullible public by controlling 
ithless public servants. 
|In my judgment, organized crime 
‘mot exist in any village, city, 
bunty, or state unless it has either 
se active codperation or tacit 
basent of the police chiefs, 
ietiffs, county attorneys, attor- 
evs general and governors. 
‘You can put this down as axi- 
matic: whenever you find com- 
excialized gambling and crime 
fisting in any community, the 
ethorities either lack the “guts” 
enforce the law, or have some 
sancial reason for not enforcing 
{Applause) If that is a harsh 
dgment, bear in mind that pub- 
> officials who are not faithful to 
e oath which they have taken 
enforce the law are in effect 
aitors to the society which hon- 
‘ed them. There is no middle 
‘ound with respect to the enforce- 
ent of law against organized 
ash register” crime. Any cour- 
eous law enforcement officer in 
responsible position, serious 
out his job, can smash organized 
ime any day he wants to do it. 
tue, he may not be re-elected. 
it, equally true, crime cannot 
ind before an honest official. 
As proof of my statements, I 
int with pride to a number of 
iddle Western states and their 
blic officials. The attorneys 
neral and governors, with com- 
‘te coOperation from local au- 
have united to smash 


yrities, 
mmercialized gambling in the 
tes of Wisconsin, Minnesota, 


“Iowa, North Dakota, and Neb- 


raska. You may argue that these 
are states without great metro- 
politan areas, although they have 
sizeable concentrations of popula- 
tions. Nevertheless, what is attain- 
able in these states can be accoim- 
plished in any state in America. 
This is not a problem which 
tequires that we turn to the 
“Great White Father’ for its 
solution. If the states and lo- 
calities do not have the courage 
to solve this. problem and keep it 
solved, then the states are not 
worthy of their existence. Jurisdic- 
tion in crime has always been with 
the states, and there is no neces- 
sity for the Federal Government 
to enter it, other than in a minor 
manner. ; 
The Federal Government, in my 
judgment, should restrict its’ acti- 
vity to the utilization of its inter- 
state commerce powers to prevent 
the shipment of gambling devices 
into states which prohibit their 
use. It should also prohibit the 
dissemination of gambling infor- 
mation over communication systeins 
for utilization by commercialized 
gamblers. That may limic the 
freedom of the press to some ex- 
tent, but the public interest is 
paramount. No one would argue 
that the press) be permitted to 
transmit pornographic pictures by 
wire photo and then publish them. 
Reasonable limitations in con- 
nection with gambling may well 
be considered, also. The Ameri- 
can Telephone and Telegraph 
Company—all telephone companies 
in America — and the Western 
Union should codperate with the 
authorities by withholding their 
facilities from organized com- 
mercialized gamblers. They have 
done a very poor job up to this 
time. And it’s silly for them to say 
that they can’t be expected to know 


when their services are being mis- 
used. Five or ten or fifteen or 
twenty telephone lines into 
residence, an isolated farm home, 
a corner tobacco store, a pool 
room, aren’t—on the face of it 
—installed to handle legitimate 
business, and any fellow that has 
anything to do with it should know 
it. 

* What I say about organized 
gambling is true of all aspects 
of commercialized crime. JI don’t 
want to anticipate Howard Whit- 
man’s talk, but I do not believe 
it is possible to control gambling 
by legalizing it. Wherever it has 
been tried, throughout the history 
of mankind, experts have found 
that there soon develops that 
‘shadowy no-man’s-land in which 
walk, arm and arm, the kings of 
vice and officeholders who pro- 
stitute democracy. 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Governor Val Peter- 
son. Those of you who read 
Howard Whitman’s articles in 
Collier’s magazine, or his book 
Terror in the Streets, based on a 
nationwide survey of crime, need 
no introduction to this brilliant au- 
thor. Mr. Whitman is a native 
of Cleveland, a graduate of West- 
ern Reserve University, who wrote 
and adventured through Europe 
and North Africa before settling 
down for a stint on the Paris 
Herald in 1936 and the London 
Daily Express in 1937. His news- 
paper career took him to Europe 
again in World War II as war cor- 
respondent for the New York 
Daily News. He’s now writing 
a series of articles on America’s 
religious awakening, appearing in 
Collier's, We are glad to have 
his counsel on tonight’s question. 
Mr. Howard Whitman. 


se 


a 
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Mr. Whitman: 


Governor Peterson, you’ve give 
us a very interesting solution w 
the problem at hand tonight 
You’ve suggested that we make ou 
politicians into saints. That re 
minds me of a sign I saw in at 
office recently. It said, “The dif 
ficult things we do immediately 
The impossible takes a litth 
longer.” Now I think, Governo: 
Peterson, that your solution is go 
ing to take a little longer; a littl 
longer than we can afford to wait 
in view of what has been expose¢ 
to this nation by the recent con 
gressional hearings. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have 
seen how illegal gambling ha: 
all but rotted away the timber: 
of good government in dozens oi 
our cities. In my own two-yeat 
study of crime in the United States. 
I saw how it has polluted out 
police departments, turned met 
who wear the shields of law anc 
order into cheap and obscene 
crooks. There is nothing more 
odious—and in a way more pitifu 
—than a crooked cop. 

But no one has told this stor 
better than the distinguished Sen 
ator here this evening, Mr. Hun 
of Wyoming, and his colleague: 
of the Kefauver Committee. They 
told America a story we writer: 
have been trying to tell for ¢ 
decade. And they told it better 
I have only this to say in defense 
of writers, Senator, our typewriter: 
cannot write subpoenas! 

Well, what do I propose we 
Americans do about gambling: 
My proposal, ladies and gentle 
men, is as American as apple 
pie. It goes straight back to 1776 
when the first federally operated 
lottery was held in America. In 
the days of our Founding Fathers, 
legal lotteries were held to finance 


churches and some of our finest 
educational institutions, such as 
arvatd, Yale, Dartmouth and 
Williams. Legal lotteries made 
ossible some of our first canals, 
highways, and other public works. 
I propose that we return to this 
sound American system of har- 
Messing the gambling instinct for 
the public good. I propose that 
e smash organized crime in the 
only way it can be smashed—by 
taking away its profits—and that 
we pour these profits into our 
public treasuries. 

Specifically, I propose a Federal 
Wager Authority, a group of high- 
minded, irreproachable public ser- 
wants, set up something like the 
Security and Exchange Commis- 
sion. 
more fitted to head it than Senator 
Kefauver or Senator Hunt. This 
commission would fix broad policy 
for a national lottery and for legal 
betting on outstanding sporting 
events such as the Kentucky Derby. 
ix would farm out the actual ad- 
ministration to the several states. 
Sales of tickets would be under 
fhe most respectable auspices—at 
UJ. S. post offices, banks, and state 
sffice buildings. The citizen would 
-onstantly be reminded that he is 
xxercising his right to take a 
chance under entirely wholesome 
ind honest sponsorship; that he is 
10t being turned 
sreaker and feeding the insatiable 
naws of racketeers; rather that he 
s ‘“sublimating’—as the  psy- 
hologists say—that gambling in- 
tinct into a constructive effort for 
he public good. 

Senator Hunt has told us that 
he “take” from illegal gambling 
; 15 billion dollars a year. Let’s 
ill two birds with one stone, 
adies and gentlemen. Let’s put an 
nd to organized crime which lives 


And I can think of no one. 


into a law-. 


off illegal gambling. Let’s put that 
15 billions into the U.S. Treasury. 
I’m sure Uncle Sam can use it! 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Mr. Whitman. Now 
before we take the questions from 
this representative Peoria audience, 
I expect our speakers would like a 
little discussion among themselves. 
How about it, Senator Hunt? 


Senator Hunt: Well, I was very 
interested in Howard’s suggestion 
to legalize gambling, but I’m won- 
dering if Howard remembers: or 
knows why it was discontinued. 
In the four or five states that had 
had legalized gambling, it got so 
rotten they had to discontinue it. 

With reference to fottery, you 
will remember that the Louisiana 
lottery, the last one we had, be- 
came so dishonest that it was neces- 
sary to pass national legislation 
to discontinue it. In gambling, like 
other things, the greatest injury to 
the greatest number of people is 
in the volume, and I think if we 
had legalized gambling we would — 
see it tenfold to what we see to- 
day. And those who couldn’t afford 
it would be the ones that would 
get hurt the worst. And I’m won- 
dering if Howard has visited those 
cities where we have legalized 
gambling today and has seen, as I 
have, in those places literally the 
dregs of the United States among 
our people. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Governor 
Peterson, did you want to add 
something to that? 


Governor Peterson: Well, I just 
wanted to say that on the way 
down today I was reading a book 
by a fellow with the same name 
as mine, a man by the name of 
Virgil Peterson, who heads the 
Chicago Crime Commission. He 
devotes a chapter to legalized 


gambling, and I think maybe 
Howard is familiar with it, at least 
-[’m certain he’s familiar with the 
material included in it. But it 
was interesting to me that Massa- 
chusetts, New York, and Pennsyl- 
vania abolished lotteries in 1833, 
after having had them for many 
years; that New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Ohio, Maine, New Jersey, 
and Illinois abolished lotteries in 
1834; and that England, which had 
had lotteries for many years up 
until 1823, abolished lotteries in 
1825 by an act of Parliament. 

Now here, Howard, is one inter- 
esting fact that I gleaned from that 
book. The Rhode Island General 
Assembly in 1830 found that, in 
the three years immediately pre- 
ceding that, out of over 4 million 
dollars in sales of lottery tickets, 
the state received—get this, out of 
4 million dollars—the state re- 
ceived $43,516.69, and the profes- 
sional lottery promoters and deal- 
ers and gamblers received 4 mil- 
lion dollars out of that little over 
4 million dollars that was raised. 

And I Want to just call your at- 
tention to one more thing, Howard, 
on this point. In 1762, the Pro- 
vincial Assembly of Pennsylvania 
denounced lotteries as a public and 
common nuisance and declared that 
they were responsible for ‘vice, 
idleness, and immorality; injurious 
to trade, commerce, and industry; 
and against the common good, wel- 
fare, and peace of the province.” 
I think that’s a pretty good state- 
ment of conditions as they pres- 
ently exist in Nevada. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Governor 
Peterson. Now, Mr. Whitman, 


you've got a double-barreled shot 
there to answer. 


Mr. Whitman: Yes, and I’ve 
rarely been shot at at the same 
time by a governor and a senator. 


4 
However, it just so happens, ladies 
and gentlemen, that I also was! 
reading a book by a man named | 
Peterson on the way out here. In/ 
fact, I brought it with me, and 
I’m going to read just a little of | 
what this same man Peterson has ! 
to say about my plan for legalized 
gambling. You see, my plan for 
legalized gambling is unlike any- | 
thing the Governor and the Sen- | 
ator have described. They have |! 
described licensing gambling, tak- | 
ing the racketeers and licensing | 
them into business—a thing which 
I would never condone, let alone 
recommend. My recommendation 
was for government operated and 
controlled legal lotteries and bet-. 
ting. Now, to quote Mr. Peterson. 


Mr. Denny: Which Peterson is 
this? 


Mr. Whitman: Let’s keep our 
Petersons straight. The man is 
Virgil Peterson, and he’s head of 
the Crime Commission in Chicago. 
That’s the same Mr. Peterson, 
isn’t it, Governor? 


Governor Peterson: That's right. 


Mr. Whitman: Well, here is 
what he says. “If gambling is to 
be legalized, it should be com- 
pletely controlled and operated by 
the state, with all the profits 
accruing to the people. A state 
agency should then be set up to 
operate and control the gambling 
business. It should be completely 
removed from politics. A commis-. 
sioner of gambling should be 
elected directly by the people at a 
separate election.” This is very 
similar to the plan which I advo- 
cated a few moments before. 


Governor Peterson: Well, of 
course, Howard, the thing that is 
bad about gambling fundamentally 
is, that it’s not productive. No 
gambling device ever produced any 


ealth. It’s a parasitical industry 
the best—always has been and 
ays will be. I’d like to suggest 
s, that I don’t have too much 
nfidence in. some federal au- 
prities and organizations. I’m a 
tle afraid that your Federal 
iagering Authority — I believe 
at was the name you gave it— 
ght turn out to be another 
‘construction Finance Corpora- 
1n, which has already been in the 
mbling business. (Applause) 


- Whitman: Well, I refuse to 
ke the responsibility for existing 
enices. I'd like to start with a 
an slate and make our mistakes 
‘we go along. 


Senator Hunt: Howard, you are 
are that these gangsters now are 


"fan: My question is directed to 
aator Hunt. If, as some Kefauver 
fmesses contend, their constitu- 
al rights have been violated by 
ag required to testify before 
IV cameras, how can we con- 
e to utilize this great new edu- 
gonal medium to bring similar 
islative proceedings into the 
aerican home? 


vex. Hunt: I'm inclined to think 
t it is a question of degree. 
w in senatorial investigations, 
have always had newspapermen 
sent, and they have always 
eadcast the various proceedings. 
nstantly there: are press photog- 
hers taking pictures. Radio has 
*n used extensively. Now, I can- 
: see that the use of television 
anything at all but a degree of 
same type of dissemination— 
your government at work. I 
t to say to you that this week’s 
ited States News and World 


ports simply says this, “The 


/ 


getting control of some hotel 
chains; they’re getting hold of one 
bank in your city; they are getting 
control of large liquor interests; 
they are taking oyer large real 
estate operations; and I am of the 
opinion that if we had legalized 
gambling, it would only be a very 
short time until they would be in 
full control of legalized gambling 
as such. 


Mr. Denny: Well, we're getting 
a pretty fair discussion of Mr. 
Whitman's plan for legalized 
gambling. Any other points, Gov- 
ernor Peterson, before we take the — 
questions from the audience? 


Governor Peterson: No, I think 
we are ready to be shot at. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


answer is, and the weight of the 
best legal opinion (they are speak- 
ing of television of various con- 
gressional hearings) is that it 
squares with the Constitution.” 
Now that doesn’t mean the courts 
will allow it, because each judge, 
of course, is master of his: own 
court. But I do think it’s legal, 
and I think it has atomic possi- 
bilities in education and in driving 
crme out of the country. 

Lady: My question is addressed 
to Governor Peterson. What can 
the individual do in his own com- 
munity to combat organized crime? 


Gov. Peterson: Well, it’s my 
feeling that organized crime can- 
not stand up against any individual 
who has the courage to get up 
and denounce it publicly. Now, 
I’m certain that’s true. If you have 
one church congregation in a com- 
munity that will stand up and be 
heard, organized crime simply can- 
not face it. And I’m inclined to 


think that’s true of the individual, 
and certainly an individual should 
get busy and organize the people 
in the community who are opposed 
to this parasite upon the com- 
munity. 


Man: Mr. Whitman: what effect 
do you think legalized gambling 
will have on professional sports 
in this country? 


Mr. Whitman: 1 think in the 
first place that we would avoid 
situations in amateur sports, such 
as the recent basketball scandal 
in New York. On _ professional 
sports I would say that in the first 
place only certain outstanding 
sporting events would be selected 
for wagering. The system that they 
operate in Sweden is to accept bets 
once a week on the weekly soccer 
games. There is no corruption, no 
racketeers are involved, and as a 
Swedish observer recently said, 
“No authoritative voice in Sweden 
ever calls for a repeal of the 


legalized gambling law in that 
country.” 
Man: Governor Peterson, how 


can we be insured of conscientious 
leaders in government if the cost 
of their initial campaigns, being 
so great, must be financed by them- 
selves or questionable sources? 


Gov. Peterson: Well, I'd say that 
there is another alternative. Cam- 
paign costs can be financed by 
themselves, by questionable sources, 
or by people who believe in good 
decent government and are willing 
to shell out a little bit for it. 


Man: Senator Hunt, why don’t 
we deport all leaders that are 
found guilty of running rackets? 


Sen. Hunt: That is a matter for 
the courts to decide. And let me 
say to you that the Committee has 
in mind recommending to the con- 
gress legislation which will call 
for deportation of any foreign-born 


person after the first convictio 
and not the fifth, in the vse 
States. 
Lady: My question is directed t 
Mr. Whitman. How can the Fec 
eral Government control legalize} 
gambling when it is under stat} 
jurisdiction? Isn’t that against thi 
sag: 2 | 
vr. Whitman: The Federal Gov 
ernment would not control gam 
bling in the states. The adminis 
trative operation of my plan woul, 
be conducted on a state level, wit 
simply a federal policy-settin, 
board to make top level decisions 
Certain legal repair work woul: 
have to be done both on state an 
federal laws, but I don’t thinl 
there are any insurmountable diffi 
culties in the way of the plai 
legally. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. Woul 
either of you gentlemen, Governo: 
or Senator, care to comment on thi 
legality of Mr. Whitman’s plan 


Sen. Hunt: Weli, I'd just lik 
to say this, that I think that & 
purely a local matter. Certainl 
I don’t think that the Governmen) 
should take over any more fune 
tions of local government. Let} 
keep this at home next to tht 
people, right in the precinct whert 
it belongs, and let’s keep the Fed 
eral Government out of it. 


Mr. Whitman: I agree entirely; 
Senator, wherever that’s possible, 
But one reason why you served on 
the Kefauver Committee and one 
reason why that Committee made 
the rounds of the states and poked 
its inquiring nose into the cities 
and the counties is because out 
local administration had _ broken 
down. 4 


Gov. Peterson: I don’t think 
that’s a true statement. I think that 
you'll find in the majority of the 
counties and cities and villages 


wmerica that the law is being en- 
prced, and it has not broken 


Senator Hunt, senatorial 
ommittees have investigatory 
iowers, but how do you justify the 
tefauver investigation, when there 
te adequate federal grand juries 
y law to probe into such prob- 
ems as local gambling? 

Sen. Hunt: I justify it simply 
ecause Senator Kefauver thought 
_ was necessary and introduced the 
esolution to have it done; and 
econdly because federal grand 
aties are not being called in the 
gate as often as they should be, 
ind sometimes when they are called 
acy get miscontructed. 


Man: My question is to Gov. 
eierson. Governor, how can or- 
anized vice be controlled in a 
isge community, if the police are 
aording paid protection to the 
amblers ? 
Gov. Peterson: Well, the only 
ay in the world you can enforce 
is by electing honest men to 
Gece, and that’s not an impos- 
bility. It can be done and is 
sing done in America and needs 
-be done more frequently in the 
ture. 
Mr. Denny: 1 think, Governor, 
S question is a little complicated 
' the fact that he said in large 
ies where the police department 
us protecting the instigators and 
omoters of the crime. : 
Gov. Peterson: Well, of course, 
New York City I understand 
ste is somewhere in the neigh- 
thood. of 19,000 policemen, but 
se policemen are all controllable 
ym up above. And if you have 
nest men at the top of the gov- 
iment, then in my judgment that 
nesty will permeate down 
ough the government. 


Man: My question is directed to 
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Governor Peterson. What kind of 
machinery would you suggest to 
put the power back in the hands 
of the people to throw out these 
corrupt governmental officials? 


Gov. Peterson: Why, that’s the 
simplest thing in the world. Join 
a political party and work in it 
and get out and vote. Don’t stay 
home. Too many people in 
America don’t participate in pol- 
itics anymore. In the early days in 
this country, the finest men we 
had in it—Washington, Madison, 
Jefferson, Monroe, Gouverneur 
Morris—were proud to be con- 
sidered politicians. After our 
American Civil War, it became 
fashionable in America for the best 
brains to turn to making money, 
and I’m not opposed to that. It’s 
important. But they turned away 
from politics, and the third-raters 
took over, and the third-raters are 
still here in a large measure. If you 
want good government in America, 
get busy and be participating citi- 
zens, get, out and fight and work 
in elections. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Govy- 
ernor, the gentleman is not quite 
satisfied with your answer. 


Man: Somewhere the govern- 
ment seems to be failing in in- 
stilling this interest in the people 
in their own government. Don’t 
you think that something should 
be done to get a more vital feeling 
from the people themselves for 
their government? Somewhere 
someone is failing. 


Gov. Peterson: I don’t think it’s 
the goverment’s job to create that 
feeling among the people. It’s the 
people’s job. The people control 
the government. The people 
created the government. The people 
are responsible for the govern- 
ment, It’s the responsibility of fine 
educational institutions like this, 


of all of the homes, the churches, 
and the schools in America. If we 
don’t want to fight and work for 
this democracy we’ve created, we'll 
lose it. 


Sen. Hunt: J should like to 
add to the answer to the gentle- 
man. Write Colonel Young in 
Miami Beach and ascertain how to 
set up a crime commission. Write 
Virgil Peterson in Chicago and 
ask how to set up a crime com- 
mission. Write Mr. Braden in 
New York City. There are 
enough names right here of good 
fine citizens of Peoria if you want 
to set up a ctime commission. I 
say to you that the way to get 
started on cleaning up any com- 
munity is for the local citizens 
to start to work on it. 


Mr. Whitman: While we are 
talking about people, I’d like to 
put in a word for the people, too. 
I would just like to point out, 
ladies and gentlemen, that about 
50 million Americans at present 
gamble. I would also like to point 
out that in a recent Gallup poll, 
54 per cent of Americans favored 
a federally sponsored legal lot- 
tery. 


Gov. Peterson: Id like to point 
out to my distinguished colleague 
here, Howard, the testimony of 
one gentleman who is somewhat 
of a current expert in this gamb- 
ling business—a fellow by the 
name of Kefauver. He says, and 
he is quoted in Newsweek this 
last week, as follows: “I do not 
think legalized gambling is the 
answer. It produces nothing ex- 
cept more corruption. The answer 
is improvement in laws, better 
law enforcement, and public in- 
terest.” And in my judgment 
that’s the answer. And I want to 
quote one more thing from this 
book of Virgil Peterson’s. He 


12 


cites this illustration. In Wooster,) 
Massachusetts, a church beno drive 
—I don’t know what beno is; I 
guess it’s something like bingo that) 
we play out in our country, in the; 
corn country—but this ;church 
beno drive, conducted all over the: 
state, took in $550,000, and the: 
church didn’t get a penny. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you.  Sen.' 
Hunt, you’ve got about half a 
minute to talk about some of the’ 
recommendations of the Kefauver 
Committee. 


Sen. Hunt: With all of the 
work that we have completed, if 
we don’t make some recommenda- 
tions that are acceptable to the 
Congtess and to the people, we 
will have missed the boat. We 
intend to ask the Congress to 
prohibit the sending of gambling 
apparatus through interstate trans- 
mission. We expect to try to pro- 
hibit the mails from carrying 
money in any form as payment 
for gambling debts. We expect to 
set up—and this is what you will 
be interested in—a committee, a 
sort of watchdog committee, pos- 
sibly not of senators or of con- 
gressmen, but a watchdog commit 
tee to carry on and help the local 
communities by doing the same 
work that we have been doing. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. And 
you'll need the participation of all 
of the American people in every 
community throughout our land, 
I’m sure, Sen, Hunt. Well, thank 
you, Senator, Governor Petersoa, 
Mr. Howard Whitman for your 
counsel this evening, and our warm 
thanks to Mr. Sam Belfer for his 
splendid codperation and the co- 
operation of his associates of the 
Citizen’s Forum of Peoria, and to 
Dr. David Owen, President of 
Bradley University, and to Station 
WIRL. 


_Now I want to ask all of you 
aembers of our listening audience 
> answer two important questions 
br us. First question, how do 
u feel about’ the revelations of 
ae Kefauver Committee? Second 
estion, what do you think should 
the real results of the Kefauver 
committee investigations? These 
re the $64 questions. Your an- 
wers to these questions will be 
mnalyzed by Dr. Ernest Dichter, 
gell-known psychologist, and in 


two or three weeks we'll report 
back to you what Dr. Dichter 
has found. Your answers to these 
two questions could have an im- 
portant bearing on the solution of 
this grave problem. Send your 
answers to Dr. Ernest Dichter, 
Town Hall, New York 18, New 
York. 

Plan to be with us next week 
and every week at the sound of the 
Crier’s Bell. 


“TOWN MEETING” 
NOW ON TOUR 


Your “Town Meeting” is now on its annual spring tour, enabling 
steners in various sections of the country to see the program in action. 
Forthcoming broadcasts will originate from the following cities: 


peril 10—Urbana, illinois, in con- 
nection with the Uni- 
versity of Illinois’ Con- 
temporary Arts Festival. 
The subject will be 
“Does Modern Art 
Make Sense?” 


pril 17—Charlottesville, Vir- 
ginia, under the aus- 
pices of the Woodrow 
Wilson School of For- 
eign Affairs, University 
of Virginia. The topic 
will be “How Can We 
Win the War Of 
Ideas ?”’ 


oril 24—-Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
" The Junior Chamber of 
Commerce of Ann Arbor 

presents the program on 

behalf of the Michigan 
Memorial—the Phoenix 


Project of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. The 
question will be “Why 
Worry About the Atom 
Bomb?” . 


I1—Toledo, Ohio, under 
auspices of the First 
Congregational Church 
Forum. 


8—Studio GA, Radio City, 
New York. 


May 15—At New Trier High 
School, Winnetka, 
Wlinois, under auspices 
of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary of the Evanston 
Hospital Association. 


May 


May 


May 22—tLafayette, Indiana, in 
connection with Purdue 
University Lectures and 
Convocations, 


Listeners may secure tickets for these broadcasts by contacting officials 
the local organizations or the ABC station in each city. 


! THE LISTENER TALKS BACK 
“WHAT IS HAPPENING TO YOUR DOLLAR?” 
Program of March 27 
Speakers 


Mr. Leon Keyserling and Mr. Robert S. Byfield 
* 


Each week we print as many significant comments on the preceding Tuesday's broad-, 


cast as space allows. 


The letters should be mailed to Department A, Town Hall, 
not later than Thursday following the program. 
publish any letters or comments received, 


OUR MONEY SYSTEM 


There was no spokesman for the 
view of several millions of us who 
believe that the root cause of in- 
flations, deflations, faulty distribu- 
tion of wealth, heavy burdens of 
interest and taxation, and war is 
our national-debt-producing money 
system, and that nothing we can 
do will help much until we correct 
that. 

The Constitution says that Con- 
gress shall coin money and regu- 
late the value thereof. . . . In the 
eatly history of our nation that 
power was wrested from Congress, 
not without bitter struggles be- 
tween the bank crowd and our 
best statesmen, such as Franklin, 
Jefferson, Madison, Jackson, and 
Lincoln, who saw the evils and 
dangers of its being in private 
hands. All their worst forebod- 
ings have been coming true in- 
creasingly ever since, and our 
troubles will continue to multiply 
until we have a scientific national 
money system.—Mrs. W. E. Ly- 
MAN, Greenwich, New York. 


PROGRESS BUT... 


I was thinking about my predica- 
ment—how much less my salary 
buys for me now than two years 
ago—and feeling pretty mad about 
it when I tuned in on your pro- 
gram. I’m still pretty mad about 
the situation, but Mr. Keyserling 
did make me aware of the fact that 
I'm still a lot better off in terms 


You are invited to send in your opinions, pro and 


x 
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cone 
New York 18, N.Y.,! 
It is understood that we may, 


of goods for living than was my! 


dad in 1929. As he said, the credit! 
belongs to the natural progression | 
of our ecoonmic way of life here in’ 
America. . . . (However), I think | 
that the “natural progression” | 
would have progressed even further | 
and that I would be still better off 
if inflationary controls of an effec- 
tive nature could be worked out.— 
Guston H. BRowNING, Houston, | 
Texas. ' 


THE VILLAIN 


Your meeting on inflation was_ 
like Hamlet without the ghost! 
As every literate adult knows, the 
villain of inflation is the endless | 
tribute demanded by military to 
keep the war machine running.—_ 
M. WHEELER, Berkeley, California. 


I was immensely gratified to 
hear Mr. Byfield say “Give the 
white collar workers a break” and 
“Give the housewife a break.” I 
thought: at last, a champion for 
the in-between people; the ones 
who are being crushed to death 
by the millstones of Capital and 
Labor! But imagine my utter dis-— 
may when he went on to recom- 
mend a Federal sales tax and 
higher excise taxes! That would 
be the last straw. . . . Imagine a | 
general sales tax for widows and 
elderly people on small fixed in-— 
comes or annuities. ... No, no, a 
thousand times no!—L. M. Con-— 
NELL, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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{n order to derive the maximum 
lue from this important discus- 
n, you may find it helpful to 
nsider some of the issues in 
ance. The purpose of this pre- 
tw is to give you a Clearer 
Merstanding of the scope of the 
gram. 
Paul Hoffman, President of the 
‘td Foundation, will stress the 
cessity of combining all our 
p»paganda and information into 
© agency under an administrator 
‘cabinet rank. Many of his views 
this subject are contained in 
book Peace Can Be Won, 
bich will be published by 
pableday & Co. on April 20. 
Marquis Childs, author and syn- 
ated columnist for United Fea- 
‘es, will tell why he considers 
preferable for our propaganda 
etts to remain under the juris- 
tion of the State Department. 
Senator J. William Fulbright, 
mocrat of Arkansas, sponsor of 
law which provides scholar- 
ps for foreign and American 
hange students, will suggest 
er methods, aside from official 
erations, which will help us 
ch other countries on a people- 
seople basis. 
some of the principal issues 
ich the speakers will cover: 

Is our international propa- 

ganda solely an instrument of 

foreign policy? 

a. If so, how broadly should 
policy be interpreted for 
propaganda? Must we ex- 
plain every minor shift in 
policy, or should we try to 
create a broad reservoir of 
good will and trust? 

b. If propaganda is an instru- 
ment of foreign policy, isn’t 
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a consistent policy an abso- 
lute prerequisite to effective 
propaganda? 

2. Should U.S. propaganda aim 
solely. at combatting Com- 
munism and Russian propa- 
ganda? 

a. If so, doesn’t this put us on 
the defensive? And isn’t this 
based on the fallacious as- 
sumption that all anti-Com- 
munists are automatically 
pro-U. S.? 

b. Are we getting a reputation 
throughout the world as 
anti-Communist and noth- 
ing else? 

c.Do others resent our re- 
garding ourselves as the 
authorities on Communism ? 


d.Do they, resent our over- 
looking their vital prob- 
lems? 


3. Should cementing the ties of 
friendship among our allies be 
our first objective? 

a. Are our “friends” as friendly 

as we think? 
Should our friends and po- \ 
tential friends be our pri- 
marty propaganda target, or 
should we concentrate on 
winning friends in un- 
friendly nations? 

Does our propaganda tend to 

speak in terms of our own 

interests rather than those of 
other people? 

a.Do we understand the 

people of other nations well 

enough to know how to 
reach them? Are we mak- 
ing any attempts to increase 
our understanding of them? 

.Do we tend to approach 

other people with ideas 

such as TV sets and auto- 


b. 


=) 


mobiles, when they may be | 


more concerned about bread 
and meat? , 

c. Do we over-emphasize our 
material possessions rather 
than other benefits of de- 
mocracy ? 

d.Or does our propaganda 
tend to approach other 
peoples in American terms 
such as “public opinion” 
and “incentives” which may 
not be readily understood, 
rather than in concrete ex- 
amples of the democratic 
system ? 

What effect do our independ- 
ent media—pzress, radio, liter- 
ature, and motion pictures— 
have abroad? Is it beneficial? 
If not, how can official propa- 
ganda correct their influence? 
What should be the role of 
the Voice of America, li- 
braries, motion pictures, 
overseas information centers, 
exchange of students, etc., in 
the over-all propaganda pic- 
ture? 

a. What role can private 
agencies such as Radio Free 
Europe play? 

b. What can individual citizens 
do to help? 

Can we win friends in other 

countries by extolling the 

“American way of life’ when 

our crime, graft, poverty, and 

segregation are so widely pub- 
licized ? 

What is the effect of labor, 

business, cultural groups, and 

the American tourist abroad? 

a. How can we impress on 
every American traveling 
abroad his duties as an am- 
Bassador of good will? 
Should he receive special 
briefing, and who should be 
responsible for it? 

Can an understanding on our 
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part of what makes peop 
turn to Communism help us i 
our attempts to demonstra 
democracy’s superiority? 
10. Should all our propagan 
and information services 


with cabinet rank? 

a. Would this heip eliminat 
duplication of effort? 

b. Can we rely, on civil se 
ants or political appointe 
to turn out imaginativ 
effective propaganda? 

c.In view of the constant a 
tacks on the party in powe 
debates on policy, chang 
of attitude and policy, d 
you think a relatively i 
dependent agency would 
a better or worse job 
creating good will abroad 

d. Would a separate agenc 
mean that the U.S. would b 
speaking to the world wit 
two voices—that of the Stat 
Department and that of th 
separate agency? Would thi 


e. Would a semi-autonomo 
agency be able to alia 
world - wide suspicions 
“official propaganda stat 
ments?” 

f. Would an _ organizatio 
working on informatio 
only be accepted in foreig 
countries as readily as th 
E.C.A., for example, whic 
has something to give? 

We hope the above material wil 
add to your enjoyment of the dis 
cussion “How Can We Win th 
War of Ideas?” After you hav 
heard the broadcast, won’t’ you 1d 
us know your ideas on this sub 
ject? The best letters will be re 
printed in “The Listener Talk 
Back” section of the Bulletin. 


